Pole Top /Aerial lift Rescue

 Process in which an injured or ill worker IS
lowered to the ground or a safe working platform,
allowing access to First Aid and advanced medical
care.

* Unique, because only qualified personnel are able
to perform this rescue.

« Annual training provided in compliance with
OSHA regulations


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Due to hazards associated with electrical work and the need to isolate the public from these hazards electrical equipment and conductors are often installed on structures at heights from 20’ to hundreds of feet above the ground.  If a worker becomes ill or injured while in this elevated position the best chance for full recovery depend on getting access to the highest level of medical care as quickly as possible.

Due to the presence of electrical hazards and many locations where structures are inaccessible to vehicles, Firemen or other rescue responders are unqualified and not equipped to get a victim rapidly, efficiently, and safely from an elevated position to a safe platform or the ground, and / or remove a victim from an electrical circuit.  Time is of the essence for performance of First Aid when a victim is in cardiac arrest or Ventricular fibrillation.

Section 1910.269 contains regulations covering workers employed by electrical utilities performing maintenance of the electric facilities, this includes tree trimmers when employed and performing work in proximity to electric facilities (Maintenance).  Section 1926.950 covers both Utility and Construction workers installing new facilities (Construction).  Section 1910.268 covers Communications and Telecom workers.  Accepted standards for training intervals in 29 CFR 1910.269 is annually, unless task has been performed within the last year successfully in order for Utilities to deem an employee qualified in their classification.




Training Course

e |nstruction includes 1.5 hour classroom session
and 2.5 hours In simulated rescues from poles and

aerial lifts
* Review of operating characteristics of all aerial
lifts and illustration of rescue techniques

 Training completion certificates are issued to
every employee that completes


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Practice rescues are performed in the training yard located at CEA or at host utility’s training yards.  Conditions are “real world” height and configured poles and structures.  Rescues are performed individually from poles and as a group from aerial lift utilizing many techniques.

As a review all aerial lift styles are demonstrated for personnel who rarely use the equipment and to familiarize rescue features available.

Some crew members are not qualified or have medical conditions that prevent certain activities, certifications are provided only to the levels where competency is demonstrated, we feel all personnel which may be present in an emergency should be trained.


Training

» Course has been provided for CEA employees,
other invited electrical utilities, telecom utilities,
tree trimmers and Outside Electrical contractors.
Annual attendees over the last few years number
100 to 120. Participants include

 ML&P, MEA, Cordova Electric, Seward Utilities
and MTA

e Instructors provided by CEA include:

— Journeyman Lineman with 30+ years field experience, and 17
years as rescue module trainer

— 2 Journeyman Lineman with 4 years as rescue module trainers


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Master lists are kept and provided to CEA Safety Department and provided to participating utilities to document training, individual certification cards are issued 

Training for Outside contractors and Outside tree trimmers no longer provided.  Fees are assessed to cover costs of replacing poles and Trainers wages when training is at host property

MTA and MEA training is usually done at their facility

City of Seward

Municipality of Anchorage

Matanuska Electric Association

Matanuska Telephone Association

Cordova Electric

Naknek Electric (Past client)

Homer Electric Association (past clients)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo depicting:

One hand control of descent and proper rigging procedures on boom rescues.

Positioning also allows lowering victim to vehicle deck or ground as required.

Removing a victim from a bucket is very difficult without mechanical advantage such as blocks as shown or bucket tilting features


Altec Loop Wagons

Altec Model TA 40, CEA vehicles #1002,1051,1052, 1082,1100 and 111€

-

Power Tilt into rescue position



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Altec Single bucket Loop Wagons Model TA 40 CEA Vehicles #1002,1051, 1052,1082,1100, and 1118

photo shows bucket partially tilted towards a rescue position


Aerial Lift
Rescue



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photos depicting the different rescues:

Top Left: James Hamilton performing a aerial lift rescue using existing structure

Lower Right : Pat Andrews performing a rescue from pole


-

Secured and
lowering the victim



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo depicting:

One hand control of descent and proper rigging procedures on pole top. Victim in proper aspect and not further harmed by rescue.
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